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Our mission is to inspire all students to be confident, 

passionate learners with the courage and skills to lead their 

lives with integrity, while contributing to our global  community 
with creativity and compassion.  

 



2 

 

 

North Bellmore Union Free School District 

(516) 992-3000 

Website:  www.northbellmoreschools.org 
 

 

 

 

John G. Dinkelmeyer School 
Mrs. Faith Skelos, Principal 

2100 Waltoffer Avenue 

North Bellmore, NY 11710 

(516) 992-3000 x4190 

Fax#: (516) 992-3054 

 
 

 

 

Board of Education 

 

Rosemarie Corless 

Grace Cramsie 

JoAnn DeLauter 

Nina Lanci 

Joseph Perrone                                                                                                      

 

The Board of Education is comprised of elected community members who 

volunteer their time and energy.  Regular monthly meetings are generally 

scheduled for the second Thursday of each month and are held at the Martin 

Avenue School at 8:00pm -  please check the district calendar or district 

website for exact dates. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

District Administration  
 

 

Mr. Arnold Goldstein 

 Superintendent of Schools 

 

                                                Ms. Carol Eskew 

                                          Deputy Superintendent 

 

Dr. Marilyn Johnson 

Assistant Superintendent 

 

                 Ms. Toni Cincotta 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

 

Mr. Frank Russo 

Director of Facilities 

 

Mr. Gary Pardo 

Director of Technology 

 
                  

Principals 

 

 

Mrs. Faith Skelos      Mrs. Marie Testa 

John G. Dinkelmeyer School    Jacob Gunther School 

       

 

 

Dr. Mark Wiener       Mrs. Marilyn Hirshfield 

Martin Avenue School     Newbridge Road School 

 

 

 

Ms. Eileen Speidel                      Mrs. Fran Bennett 

Park Avenue School     Ms. Eileen Vota 

        Asst. Principal  

        Saw Mill Road School 
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Dinkelmeyer Faculty and Staff 

 

Secretaries 
Ms. Karen Guerra 

Mrs. Barbara Youmans 

 

School Nurse 

Mrs. Christine MacLeod 

 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Judith Ciccone 

Mrs. MaryAnn Doherty 

Mrs. Lauren LoBello 

 

Grade 1 

Mrs. Dorothy Bidermann 

Mrs. Jennifer Kafka 

 

Grade 2 

Ms. Nancy Masone 

Mr. Charles Montalbano 

Mrs. Maria Regan 

 

Grade 3 

Mrs. Marianne Devine 

Mrs. Josephine Potucek 

Mrs. Page Powers 

 

Grade 4 

Mr. Nicholas Assande 

Mrs. Leslie DiChiara 

 

Grade 5 

Mrs. Jill Drum 

Mrs. Kathleen Kee 

 

Grade 6 

Mrs. Lori Chandler 

Mr. Matthew Puerta 

 

ILP & Inclusion  

Mr. Michael Tilley 

Ms. Debra Herman 

 

Your child will be receiving services from highly qualified professionals, who have demonstrated 

mastery in their field.  According to the dictates of the NCLB Act, signed into law by the 

President, you may request specific information as to the qualifications of your childôs teacher. 
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Special Area Teachers 

Art  
Ms. Jill Skelly 

      Ms. Alison Blanc 

 

Library  

 Mrs. Stella Michels 

Mrs. Laura Pfuefer 

 

Physical Education 

Mr. William Green 

Mr. James Breslin 

 

Vocal Music 

Ms. Emilie DôAndrilli 

 

Instrumental Music 

Mrs. Desiree Behr 

 

Orchestra  

Mr. Edward McCullagh 

 

Psychologist 

Mr. Michael OôLeary  

 

Social Worker 

Ms. Jo Ann Signorelli 

 

Learning Specialist 

Mrs. Rosemary McKay 

 

Speech Pathologist 

Ms. Lois Peck 

Mrs. Wendy Yegidis 

 

Reading 

Mrs. MaryAnn Collins 

Mrs. Elizabeth Meehan 

Mrs. Ann Mele 

Mrs. Debra Zaglin 

 

Acting Head Custodian 

Mr. Donald Stebe 
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School Safety 

 

Code of Conduct 

 
Philosophy of Discipline 

In North Bellmore we wish to create a safe learning environment emphasizing mutual respect for 

pupils, parents, teachers and school. 

 

Discipline should be a process which fosters responsibility and caring for self and others.  The 

discipline process should be firm, fair, positive and respectful of the childôs dignity.  The concept 

of due process should be practiced and taught at all times, thus providing a lifetime model. 

 

As adults, it is our responsibility to ask why a child is able or unable to successfully follow the 

rules.  Based on our understanding of this child, we can then make a decision to offer a 

consequence or action, which will benefit both the child and the school community. 

 

Each event is an opportunity for the child to learn right from wrong and how to be a successful 

member of our school community. 

 

Code of Pupil Discipline/Cooperation 

By following these simple procedures, I will show respect for others and expect it in 

return.  My cooperation will contribute to a school environment of which I can be proud. 

 

Should I violate the rights of others through behavior that interferes with learning or is 

harmful, I realize there will be consequences.  They may include: 

 conflict mediation 

 verbal or written warning 

 time out from an activity 

 a letter of apology which must be signed by my parent(s) 

 notification to my principal  

 a conference with my principal, staff member, and my parent(s) 

 suspension from participation in school activities and loss of privileges 

 

Dress Code 

 ñAll students are expected to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to dress 

appropriately for school and school functions.  Students and their parents have the 

primary responsibility for acceptable student dress and appearance.  Teachers and all 

other district personnel should exemplify and reinforce acceptable student dress and help 

students develop an understanding of appropriate appearance in the school setting. 

 A students dress, grooming and appearance, including hairstyle/color, jewelry and 

nails, shall: 

 

1. Be safe, appropriate and not disrupt or interfere with the educational process. 

2. Recognize that extremely brief garments such as tube, net, or halter-tops, 

spaghetti straps, plunging necklines and see-through garments are not 

appropriate. 

3. Ensure that underwear is completely covered with outer clothing. 
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4. Include footwear at all times.  Footwear that is a safety hazard will not be 

allowed. 

5. Not include the wearing of hats in the classroom except for a medical or 

religious purpose.  (special hat days are also exempt) 

6. Not include items that are vulgar, obscene, and libelous or denigrate others on 

account of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual 

orientation or disability. 

7. Not promote and/or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco or illegal drugs and/or 

encourage other illegal or violent activities. 

 

Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance 

by covering or removing the offending item and, if necessary or practical, replacing it 

with an acceptable item.  Any student who refuses to do so shall be subject to discipline, 

up to and including in-school suspension for the day.  Any student who repeatedly fails to 

comply with the dress code shall be subject to further discipline, up to and including out 

of school suspension.ò 

 

I Care Rules 

Pupils will follow I Care Rules: 

 We listen to each other. 

 Hands are for helping not hurting. 

 We use I Care Language. 

 We care about each otherôs feelings. 

 We are responsible for what we say and do. 

 

Corridor/Hallway Behavior  

 Pupil Rights 

I have the right to learn, hear, and be heard in this school.  This means that 

nobody should make noise that will interfere with my learning. 

 Pupil Responsibility 

It is my responsibility to help maintain a calm and quiet environment.  I will not 

create a disturbance which would distract from the learning of others. 

 

1. Pupils are expected to walk quietly through the halls at all times. 

2. Kicking, shoving and other forms of physical contact are not acceptable. 

3. Pupils will respect work which is displayed throughout the building. 

4. In order to avoid ñtraffic jamsò, classes will walk on the right side of the 

hallway. 
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Assembly Behavior  

 Pupil Rights 

I have the right to attend an assembly or performance without distraction or 

disruptive behavior. 

Pupil Responsibility 

As a member of the audience I have the responsibility to behave in an appropriate 

manner. 

 

1. Listen quietly without talking. 

2. Remain seated and focused on the performance. 

3. Show your appreciation by clapping hands at the appropriate time. 

 

Cafeteria Behavior/Procedures 

 Pupil Rights 

 I have the right to enjoy my lunch in a clean, orderly and pleasant environment. 

 Pupil Responsibility 

 It is my responsibility to eat my lunch in a mannerly fashion and exhibit behavior  

 that will not offend others. 

 

1. Pupils will enter the cafeteria in a single line and go directly to their 

assigned areas or tables. 

2. Pupils may get up from their tables or be dismissed after obtaining 

permission to do so. 

3. When the supervising adult gives directions for lining up, pupils will do so 

in an orderly manner.  Pushing, ñcuttingò, shoving, etc. are dangerous 

behaviors and are not acceptable. 

4. School voices and appropriate language should be used when talking with 

friends.  Screaming and calling out will not be tolerated. 

5. Pupils will clean all tables and areas near the table before leaving. 

6. Pupils will wait for their teachers in a quiet and orderly manner. 
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Recess/Playground Behavior 

 Pupil Rights 

I have the right to expect the playground to be safe and fun.  I have the right to 

use conflict mediation to settle my disputes. 

Pupil Responsibilities 

It is my responsibility to use the playground area in the proper manner and to 

obey all safety rules.  I have the responsibility to follow all instructions given by 

the supervising adult. 

 

1. For safety reasons, pupils are not allowed to bring or use such items as 

baseballs, softballs, skate boards, roller blades, hockey sticks and lacrosse 

sticks during recess period.  If there are any questions about equipment, 

pupils should check with the adults who are supervising. 

2. Tackle football and other body contact sports may cause serious injury to a 

pupil and are not allowed at any time. 

3. Pupils should use common sense on the slides and swings ï one person at 

a time! 

4. Pupils will remain in designated play areas. 

5. In consideration of others who may still be working in their classrooms 

and for safety reasons, pupils should stay away from all classroom 

windows. 

6. With the exception of approved playground equipment, no objects are to 

be thrown during recess. 

7. Pupils are expected to use appropriate language while speaking to the 

other students and adults. 
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Emergency Evacuation Plan 
 

 

In the event of an emergency situation the Dinkelmeyer Elementary School 

Emergency Response Plan will be enacted.  Connect ED will be initiated as 

soon as humanly possible. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

School Closing Information 

 
In the event of school closing due to adverse weather conditions, ConnectED 

will be initiated.  You can also check for other important calendar 

information on the district website, northbellmoreschools.org. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION  

 
All doors will be locked at all times. 
 
The following procedures are in place to ensure the safe and timely entrance of all teachers, employees, 

parents / guardians and children. 

 

Teachers and employees are asked to enter through the cafeteria door using their swipe cards or through the 

front door nearest the circular driveway using the buzzer to enter.  Please report immediately to the main 

office to sign in. 

 

Children are asked to arrive as follows: 

   

Arrivals:  

School begins at 8:30 am.  Children will line up at 8:20 am in the following locations:  

 

 Kindergarten, Grades 1, 2ï rear primary ñblacktopò doorway 

Grades 3 ï 6 & Mr. Tilley ôs class ï rear intermediate ñblacktopò doorway. 

 

Teachers begin supervision at 8:20am.  Children will be supervised by a teacher on duty and safety patrol 

officers at that time only.   Children should arrive at school between 8:20am and 8:30am.  Upon arrival 

children should line up in an organized fashion by grade level behind the appropriate painted grade level.  

They will be admitted to the building through the two rear doors.  Bus children will be met in the front of 

the building and will be escorted to their appropriate lines by the on duty teacher and safety patrol officers. 

 

 Dismissals: 
 Each grade level will be dismissed through the door in which they entered. 

 

 Kindergarten, Grades 1, 2ï rear primary ñblacktopò doorway 

Grades 3 ï 6 & Mr. Tilley ôs classï rear intermediate ñblacktopò doorway. 

 

 

Children arriving for band and chorus are asked to follow the directions given by band and choral directors.   

Anyone arriving past the given time should enter through the front door nearest the circular driveway using 

the buzzer on the wall to gain admittance.   

 

Children attending Sunrise Academy are asked to arrive at 7:50 a.m. at the front entrance nearest the gym.  

The Sunrise Academy teacher will meet and greet the students in the front alcove and then walk the 

children to their respective classrooms.  Anyone arriving late should enter through the front door nearest 

the circular driveway using the buzzer on the wall to gain admittance.   

 

Parents / Guardians are asked to enter only through the front door nearest the circular driveway 

using the buzzer on the wall to gain admittance.  Please report immediately to the main office to sign 

in and pick up a visitorôs pass.  The visitorôs pass must be worn visibly at all times. 

 

Please discuss these arrangements with your children so they know exactly where they need to go in order 

to gain admittance to the building when they are on time and when they are late.  I appreciate your 

cooperation and understanding in providing as safe an environment as possible for our children, 

faculty and staff.   
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Inclement Weather Arrival and Dismissal 

 
Arrivals:  

Teachers begin supervision at 8:20am.  Children will be supervised by a teacher on duty and 

Safety Patrol Officers at that time only.  Children should arrive at school between 8:20am and 

8:30am.  Upon arrival children should proceed to their usual entry and exit doors for admittance.  

Children will be admitted and will line up in the following locations.  

 

Kindergarten, Grades 1, 2ï Enter through the rear primary ñblacktopò doorway and line 

up quietly outside their classroom door. 

Grades 3-6 & Mr. Tilleyôs Class: Enter through the rear intermediate ñblacktopò 

doorway and proceed quietly to the gymnasium and their assigned class lines. 

 

Bus children will be met in the front of the building and will be escorted to their appropriate 

indoor lines by the on-duty teacher and safety patrol officers. 

 

 
 

Emergency Contact Cards: 

Emergency Contact verification sheets are distributed at the beginning of each school year.  They 

are extremely important and need to be kept current throughout the school year. Should 

emergency contact information change at anytime, please send the school office a note indicating 

those changes as soon as possible.  We need to be able to contact a parent /guardian in the event 

of an emergency or in the event a child becomes ill during the school day.  Please list emergency 

contact people who are local and available during the day to pick your child up if need be.  

 

Attendance: 

Attendance is taken each day at 8:35am.  This information will appear on your childôs report card.  

If your child is going to be late or absent, please call the school nurse by 9am.  You must call 

each day your child is out unless prior arrangements have been made.  This policy is to insure the 

safety of your child.  Please note: an absent note indicating the reason for the absence is required 

by New York State Law upon the childôs return.  Children arriving late to school (after 8:35am) 

must report to the nurse before going to the classroom.   

 

If you would like your childôs missed classwork and/or homework sent home with a sibling or a 

neighbor, please make this request to the office before 11:00am.  If your child will be absent for 

several days, please make arrangements with your childôs teacher to have the assignments sent 

home. 

 

Illness: 

If your child has a communicable disease (i.e. strep throat, chicken pox), you must notify the 

School Nurse.  A child with a fever should remain home for at least 24 hours following the fever.  

A child with suspected case of strep throat should remain at home until confirmed by a throat 

culture.  Children with positive throat cultures should stay home for a full 24 hours of antibiotic 

therapy.  You will be notified if a contagious condition exists in your childôs class. 
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Medication: 
If your child is on medication at home and/or requires medication at school, please inform the 

School Nurse.  As per State Law, children requiring medication during school hours must submit 

a written request from the physician.  Medication authorization forms are available in the health 

office.  Medication must be supplied in a pharmacy bottle labeled with the childôs name, 

prescription name and dosage.  All medication requires a Doctorôs note including over the 

counter medicine. 

 

Health Screening: 

In September, various screenings are conducted by the health office.  Every child is checked for 

hearing, vision, height, weight and lice.  Also, children in grades 3 through 6 are checked for 

scoliosis. 

 

School Physicals: 

Every child in grades K, 2 and 4 are required to have a physical exam and submit a physicianôs 

report which must be signed and stamped by the Doctor and dated in the current school year.  

Physicals are due in October.  If you do not submit a physicianôs report (physical) your child will 

be seen by the school doctor. 

Lunch/Snack/Recess  

Snack: 

When classroom snacks are permitted we encourage that you pack a healthy snack for your child.  

Candy is not permitted.  Kindergarten milk can be purchased for approximately $9.00 per month. 

 

Lunch: 

All children will eat their lunch in school.  You can send your child in with lunch or your child 

can purchase lunch for $1.85/day or a reduced fare of $.25/day for those who are eligible (This 

application is sent home at the beginning of each school year).  A monthly menu will be sent 

home in your childôs folder.  Snacks are also available each day for purchase and prices will be 

listed on the monthly menu.   

The schedule is as follows: Grade      Lunch   Recess 

        2   11:00-11:20  11:25-11:45 

      4   11:25-11:45  11:00-11:20 

      K   12:15-12:35  11:50-12:15 

      1 & 3   11:50-12:15  12:15-12:35 

      5   12:40-1:00  1:00-1:25 

      6   1:00-1:25  12:40-1:00 

      6 & ILP  1:05-1:25  12:40-1:00 
        

There is a School Lunch Prepayment Plan.  You will receive the information and enrollment 

forms in September. 

 

 

 

 

 


